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INTRODUCTION



&ABBImS Rescue Society

rabbitats@agmail.comwww.rabbitats.org; 604608-1300; Richmond, BC

(2018)-- Rabbitats Rescue Socieiya volunteefrun
registered norprofit society that promotes rabbit control
and sanctuary rescue for abandoned pet rabbits and their
feral offspring.

We map and monitor loose pets and feral colonies.

We develop predatotproof, sustainable, visually
appealing and gently interactive environments focusing
on low maintenance and sustainable care.

We seek out no#traditional destinations for adoptions
and relocations.

The organization wa®rmed by key entities involved in
the relocation of close to 1000 rabbits from the University
of Victoria campus in 2010/2011.

Rabbitats recently removed 400 rabbits from the
Richmond Auto Mall.

The organization built and maintains a sanctuary in South
Surrey, BC, and has |mplemented a number of smaller N
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A larger sanctuary in Richmond is in development.
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born outside and not contained.
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then set loose; thderalsare the offspring of
abandoned pets.

- We differentiate between feral rabbits, house
rabbits and farm or hutch rabbits because we try to
provide housing based on their comfort zones. A
rabbit born outside prefers outside, houbern
rabbits prefer life inside. (Farm and hutch rabbits ca
go either way).

- Feralsstill like to stay near humans (and away from §
predators) and remain friendlyas Charles Darwin
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than the young of the wild rabbit; scarcely any anime
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- A rabbit showing no fear may still be feral while a

skittish one may be a dumped pet, but the differences
between wild and domesticated are profound.

-- Recent studies show domestic rabbits have
substantially different brain structures than their wild
European brethren.



History

- The initial results of the Abandoned Rabbits t T A
mapping project and history research showing the :
progression of the invasive rabbits are alarming.

- Why are the rabbits a problem now when they f
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a new issue likely influenced by the formation of
the House Rabbit Society 30 years ago

successfully promoting rabbits as house pets, . ; ,
leading to moregabbits and more abandonment. » RS2

- British Columbia is one of the worst areas on t \
continent for uncontrolled feral rabbit 3
populations thanks in part to its favourable R
climate, but also likely due to a lack of control in —
number of communities. '

- Municipalities that picked up stray rabbits as o o
part of their animal control have not had the - R o '
same issues experienced by those who have no®

- Even in their native lands overseas, there are no A b
feral colonies of pet rabbits, they are controlled 1
by predators and the communitiesg sightings
of strays are often reported by the media.

- Rabbits are now also thriving in Nevada,
California, Oregon, Alberta, Ontario and Nova
Scotia.
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Invasive Species

- The rabbits are classified as an invasive
alien species.

- It only took Australia 50 years to go
from the release of 24 rabbits in to
needing &3,256 knmrabbit-proof fence

so there is good reason for this.

- However, even the Invasive Species
Council and recent programs
announced by both the City of
Richmond and the Province of BC fail to
mention the domestic rabbits, much
less allot funds to help with their

control.

- The have, however, conducted
educational campaigns and printed
information sheets warning people not
to release their pets.




